
SNOW COUNTY INITIATIVE ANNOUNCEMENT 
(provided by Craig Bradford) 

 
On September 1st , Ogden Valley’s GEM Committee met at the Huntsville Library for the 
first time as a group for well over one year.  At its last meeting in March 2020, the 
Committee unanimously voted to support a proposal for Ogden Valley to create a new 
Utah county.  This concept unofficially had been introduced in February 2020 to (then) 
Lt. Governor Cox who, in a luncheon meeting with the Committee’s Chairman, Dr. 
Kimbal Wheatley, stated that he would support this initiative "1,000 percent" if elected 
as Utah's new governor.  Full GEM Committee support gave immediate rise to formation 
of the “Snow County Initiative, which is now openly underway in accordance with Utah 
Code, Chapter Three, entitled “Creating a New County.”  Amidst excited applause, this 
momentous development was publicly announced for the first time at this most recent 
GEM Committee meeting. 
 
It is no secret that the taxes collected from Ogden Valley by the County of Weber 
are not effectively returned to this high mountain valley in terms of sufficient County 
services.  For instance, and except for portions of Wolf Creek that are presently served 
by a local sewer, our culinary water quality throughout Ogden Valley is now at serious 
risk due to the absence of a Valley-wide sewer system.  The County of Weber should 
have taken steps long ago to mitigate the kind of growing hazards this deficiency 
presents over time.  Every household and business establishment utilizes its own septic 
system, which then collectively contributes to contaminating the several aquifers (used 
as culinary resources) that generally lie far beneath the Valley's surface.  Much of this 
aquifer water seeps into Pineview Reservoir, which is officially contaminated at this 
point, and then the affected water rushes downhill via the Ogden River into the Salt 
Lake Valley.  The occupants of the general Ogden area subsequently can be affected 
by exposure to contaminated “secondary water” that originates upstream from Ogden 
Valley.  On a related note, the question arises as to why public access to the now 
officially contaminated Pineview Reservoir is not being denied by Weber County’s 
enforcement departments. 
 
In previous years the GEM Committee has highlighted a number of other concerns as 
well, including Weber County's inadequate preparation of Ogden Valley's section 
published in Weber County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan, which serves as a basis for 
acquiring FEMA and matching community development grant awards to minimize or 
eliminate natural and/or man-made threats to this high mountain area.  Moreover, the 
GEM Committee has proposed several improvements to the “Ogden Valley General 
Plan” in past years that would emplace certain controls on the now rampant and out-of-
control development projects that threaten the quality of life for Ogden Valley's current 
residents.  While many were subsequently approved by the Ogden Valley Planning 
Commission, the GEM Committee recorded that these efforts were “amended at the last 
minute by Weber County’s Commissioners. 
 
Dr. Kimbal Wheatley started the GEM Committee more than 20 years ago, but Kimbal 
has moved out of the area.  We will all miss Kimbal, but we now have an excellent team 
in place that we applaud who will continue with the work of the GEM Committee.  


