City of Goodhue recognized for
protecting drinking water sources

The Minnesota Departmenf T
of Health (MDH) and the Min- | |
nesota Rural Water Associat
tion (MRWA) have recognized
the City of Goodhue for its ex
ceptional efforts to protect com
munity drinking water sources
Goodhue was a finalist for &
2025 Source Water Protectio
Award from MDH and MR-
WA. Katie Breth ofthe MRWA
delivered Goodhue’s certificatg
on May 12.

Every year the MDH and
MRWA jointly recognize pub-
lic water systems who demon
strate outstanding commitmery
to protecting their drinking
water source. In 2020, MDH
and MRWA created a ne
award category to recogniz¢
public water systems serving
populations of 1,000 or less|
The winner and finalists are]
announced at the Minnesot
Rural Water Conference i
March. They are presented wit

certificates signed by the . . o
Governor's office in hometownMinnesota Rural Water Association source water protection specialist

it ; Katie Breth presents the Source Water Protection Finalist Award
I‘eCGOOgOnC;'[rI]Cl)Jr; %%Iaeé?t%rglf i'everaﬁo Goodhue Public Works Director Jason Mandelkow on May 12.

notable projects to protect thérate clinic, where 123 watereffective way to protect drink-
city’s drinking water sourcesamples were tested. ing water for public health.
from contamination and ensure ° Providing educationallun- MDH released the state’sfirst
the long-term safety andcheons to teach communityrinking Water Action Plan,
sustainability of the water supmembers about wellhead prowhich outlines strategies for
ply. The city’s actions included:tection. _ protecting drinking water from

* Collaborating with local MDHand MRWAworkwith source to tap over the next ten
partners toimplement best pragublic water suppliers and otheyears. The plan identifies goals
tices for reducing nitrogen, gdartners to develop and implefor ensuring safe drinking wa-
common contaminantto drink-ment protection plans that inter around the state and high-
ing water sources in agriculclude efforts to prevent condightsthe vital partnerships with
tural areas. tamination of the drinking wa-local communities to achieve

« Hosting a collaborative ni-ter source. Preventing contamithese goals.

nation is the bestand most cost-
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