HOW TO SUCCESSFULLY MANAGE YOUR BUDGET BILLING CYCLE
Just like with any budget, starting out is a guessing game. The information we use to set our budget is
based on past payment history. That being said, we never know how things will be in the future, so
staying diligent and flexible should get us pretty close to a balanced budget by the end of the year. Here
are a few examples of how your Budget Billing may look throughout the year.
Example 1
Based on the chart provided on the Budget Billing portion of the City’s website, we are going to set our
Budget Billing amount at $172.00 a month.

As you can see, if we were to leave the amount at $172.00 for the entire year, the amount would leave
you $79.00 short for the year. That amount would have to be paid, in order to bring your account to a
zero balance before the next Budget Billing cycle. But why don’t we think about this option…
Let’s say that in the first few months your outstanding balance isn’t looking so great. If that’s the case,
simply reach out to staff in the Utility Department and have the raise your payment a few dollars a
month. By doing this, you can see the difference it makes.

We go from a negative amount at the end of the year to a credit of $38.00. Not bad! Good news is, if
you still want a little more in your bank account on a monthly basis, you can set your monthly Budget
Billing amount a little lower than the example above:

As you can see, amending your budget amount can
really pay off. At $181.00 a month and $2.00 to the
good for the year, we are probably as close as we are
going to get to a balanced budget!! Nice Job!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact staff in the Utility Department. We are
always eager to hear your questions and help you find the answers!

